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BOOKNOTE
THE FRENCH LEGAL SYSTEM
SYSTEMS,

-

AN INTRODUCTION TO CIVIL LAW

by Ren6 David and Henry P. deVries. Oceana Pub-

lications, New York, 1958.
Professors David (Paris) and deVries (Columbia) both individually and cooperatively have sought to teach civil law to
American students and now have combined their experience and
efforts to produce a volume introductory to the modern civil law
which is distinguished by its clarity, precision, and indicative
rather than exhaustive comprehensiveness. Its authors do not
pretend it to be more than an introductory guide and aid to the
study of the modern civil law. It is neither a coursebook nor a
collection of lectures, nor would it seem sufficient in itself to
give an American student an adequate appreciation of the modern civil law; but if read with attention it should greatly facilitate the comprehension of course lectures, the reading of standard sources, and participation in classroom and seminar discussions.
As the title of their book indicates, Professors David and
deVries have restricted their exposition to the French legal system, even though they intend it to be an introduction to the modern civil law systems in general. Concentration on one foreign
legal system avoids the distraction which would result from an
injection of comparisons of different civil law systems. Where
the system itself rather than particular institutions of the civil
law is the matter at interest, this approach undoubtedly has advantages, even if the particular system studied is, as it must be,
only typical. The presentation, too, is well organized, the three
parts dealing with the French legal tradition (historical basis of
codification, the law professionals, political and judicial organization), the structure of the law (substantive and procedural),
and techniques and authoritative guides (loi, custom, jurisprudence, doctrine, and the "bases for deviations" from "strict
law"). The writer has only two critical observations. First, the
political and legal historical background of the modern French
system seems somewhat sketchily presented even for this kind of
work, and what there is of background material is too spread out
over the chapters to afford the reader a sufficiently clear impression of the whole. Secondly, the book's tone is more posi[744]
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tivistic and legalistic than the writer would have believed today's
French law to be. Deserving of particular mention are the lists
of suggested readings following the chapters, in which works in
English are cited wherever possible, and the more extensive
bibliographical notes given for each chapter in the appendix to
the volume.
R.A.P.

